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thanksgiving prayers. As at Lahore, a general amnesty was declar-
ed, and the population was saved the agony of having to suffer a
burst of plunder. According to Abul Fazls it was Akbar who pre-
vailed upon his father to restrain his men from going on the ram-
page. Empires, he is reported to have told Humayun, were built on
goodwill and not on fire and brimstone. His political acumen was
sharp and long-ranged. The Emperor respected his views.
The transfer from Afghan to Mughal rule was remarkably
smooth. Humayun showed balanced statesmanship inasmuch as
he did not disturb the administrative innovations introduced by
Sher Shah. Bairam Khan, who was the Emperor's adviser number
one realized early the virtues of continuity; the Mughal hold was
yet far from firm to permit radical changes in the pattern of
.governance. Soon he "was proved to be correct.
The news of unrest in the Punjab was too disquieting to be
ignored. The arrogance of Shah Abul Ma'ali was a red rag to the
population who, in a series of communications to Delhi, demand-
ed his replacement by someone more sympathetic to their welfare.
Here was an opportunity for Bairam to cut the haughty Saiyad-
zada to size,* and he advised the Emperor to entrust that key
province to no other than Akbar. Humayun agreed, but on condi-
tion that the Khan himself accompanied the prince as his atalique
(teacher-cum-adviser). Though at first reluctant, Bairam accepted
the assignment with all its challenges and opportunities. It was in
November 1555, that Akbar left Delhi, at the head of a sizable
expeditionary force, to take charge of his new post. Bairam appre-
hended that Abul Ma'ali might rebel and try to retain by force the
province for himself. His fears, however, proved unfounded.
At the instance of his guardian, Akbar addressed a letter to
Abul Ma'ali after reaching Sirhind:
As already communicated to you through a royal 'firinan\ the
Emperor has appointed me to take charge of the province of
Punjab. Accompanied by Khan-i-Khanan, I am now oil way to
Lahore. The Emperor desires that you should vacate your
charge and present yourself at the court without delay. Suitable
*Some historians, in particular Abdul Qadir Badouni, are of view that
the reports against Shah Abul Ma'ali were inspired by Bairam Khan himself.
There is no way to check the truth of this allegation.